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Umeeta Sadarangani
Professor of English
Humanities Department
Sabbatical Leave Proposal
October 2015
Responsibilities at Parkland
The fifteen credit hours I teach per semester usually include English 101, one literature course (the courses I have
taught include Introduction to Non-Western Literature, Women in Literature, Introduction to Fiction, Introduction
to Poetry, and Introduction to Literature), and Humanities 109-Cultural Values oflndia and its Neighbors, for
which I have been the primary instructor since the course was introduced in spring 2007. I am also among the
faculty who provide supplemental instruction in the College's Writing Lab.
Since Fall 2011, I have chaired the college-wide PROF (Professors of the Future) Scholars Committee; I have
served on the committee since 2004, As chair, I led the committee through the creation of a website and a new
brochure as well as a revamped application and interview process. We successfully selected two new scholars in
Spring 2012 and another in Spring 2013, Due to limited funds and the number of scholars already receiving
funding, we did not accept applications in Spring 2014 and 2015. As a result of recent efforts through the
Foundation, we hope to accept applications in Spring 2016.

I served on the Criterion 1 Team for the 2012 Self-Study.

I have also served on several search committees, most recently the Social Sciences search for a full-time
Anthropology faculty member in spring 2012. In addition, I am active both as a participant and a presenter in the
Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning (CETL). In Fall 2012, I co-taught a course on Student
Engagement Techniques.
I am a member of the Giertz Gallery Advisory Board, on which I have served since 2006. I have been a discussion
leader for two films from India that were screened during the Global Lens Film Series sponsored by the Gallery.

I volunteer for the Parkland Speakers Bureau and have given presentations about India in the community.
In the Humanities Depaiiment, I have led professional development activities over the years, including offcampus discussions ofrecent research in the discipline. In spring 2012, I organized and led the on-campus
Professional Development Day "retreat" for our entire department, modeling it on the Great Teachers' Retreat that
I attended through CETL in Sept. 2011. The retreat led to substantial conversations about pedagogy and sharing
of teaching resources; both full-time and part-time faculty pa1iicipated.
From 1999-2003, I served as the first faculty advisor for Parkland's chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, the international
honor society of the two-year college, During my tenure as advisor, the chapter earned many honors and awards,
including a Paragon Award for New Advisors in 2002, an award given to only thirty advisors of the 1,200 or so
chapters of Phi Theta Kappa. The students nominated me and I was named the Parkland Advisor of the Year in
2002.
I have also served on the PCA Diversity Committee and on committees to select the Academic All-American
nominees at Parkland.
Eligibility for Sabbatical
I am in my nineteenth year at Parkland. My one previous sabbatical leave was during the fall 2005 semester.
Proposal Summary
I am requesting a one-semester sabbatical leave for spring 2017.
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I propose to write a work of creative nonfiction about my family's and the Sindhi community's experience of the
1947 Partition oflndia at the end of British rnle and about my quest to understand those stories.
This has been a longtime interest of mine, but at the same time, pursuing the research has been challenging
because of its emotional weight: in 194 7, both my parents and most of my extended family were displaced from
their homeland in Sind, never to return. This occurred when Sind (also spelled Sinclh) was assigned to the new
Muslim-majority nation of Pakistan and most Hindu Sindhis moved to regions assigned to India, while Muslims
from other parts oflndia moved into Sind. I have been teaching literary and historical texts about this significant
historical event and have wanted to understand better the impact it had on my extended family and on the Sindhi
community.
This sabbatical proposal has been prompted by conversations I began in the summer of 2012, when I visited India.
I interviewed family members about life in Sind and about the Partition and recorded our conversations. My
relatives as well as others in the Sindhi community were open and even eager to tell me about their experiences
from that time; in fact, they spread the word of my interest to others, who then contacted me. I have received
written narratives from people I have never met who have heard about my work and want to contribute to it. This
enthusiasm has been an exciting development since the topic is connected to memories of loss and can be a
difficult one to broach.
However, the overall process requires time. I already have hours of interviews yet to transcribe and have found
that a one-hour interview can take ten or more hours to transcribe. Some of these interviews would be enhanced
by follow up conversations. In addition, I want to read more about that region and time period so that I may then
create a more complete portrait in writing. Finally, and significantly, most people who have memories of 1947
are elderly, so time is of the essence.
Through this research, I wish to learn about life in Sind before the 1947 Partition ofindia and about Sindhis'
experiences during and after the Partition. I would do this by working with the resources I have collected and,
ideally, by traveling to India to follow up on interviews and written narratives.
Studying further about South Asia and writing intensively during the sabbatical would strengthen the connections
between the different areas in which I teach.
The knowledge I gain would be especially relevant to students in HUM 109 and LIT 146, Non-Western
Literature; my writing experiences would enrich all my classes, but especially ENG IO l, where students become
engaged in revision when I show them examples of my own work of revising for publication. I also hope to share
what I write with colleagues, through presentations in the Humanities department and in the Center for
Excellence, and with the larger community, through my work with the Parkland Speakers Bureau. In the long
term, I would like to publish the work that comes from my study.
This is a topic about which I am passionate, and I am also passionate about writing. During a regular semester, it
is difficult to commit to either of these passions fully. Being granted a sabbatical would bring two huge gifts: the
time to focus on the project and the oppo1iunity to write about what I learn. Immersing myself in learning and
writing would allow me to return with renewed energy for and understanding of both the process of writing and
the study of South Asia.
Signature of Wendy Patriquin, Chair, Humanities

Date

Signature of Umeeta Sadarangani, Applicant

Date
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Background
A Brief History

The 1947 Partition, which occurred at the same time that British rule of India ended, has been called the largest
forced migration of people in history. It resulted in the creation oflndia, Pakistan, and eventually Bangladesh.
Much has been written about what led to and who was to blame for Partition and especially for the upheaval that
accompanied it. In summary, the British had used "divide and rule" tactics to weaken resistance among Indians.
When the British were worried about the multi-religious Indian National Congress's growing opposition to British
rule, they tapped into Muslim fears of not being represented fairly by the Congress, even though the Congress had
Muslim leadership.
Eventually, as World War Two raged on, the British began to consider Indian independence. Indian leaders
contemplated how to protect the rights of minorities within a democracy. Originally, solutions included
provincial self-rule under a compliant central government; in US tenns, we could think of this as strong states'
rights. However, for a variety of reasons, Viceroy Lord Mountbatten announced that India would be divided into
two nations, Hindu-majority, secular India and Muslim-majority Pakistan. Little more than two months separated
the announcement from the actual Partition. This drastic change led to approximately fifteen million people
crossing borders and about one million deaths.
The nations oflndia and Pakistan were born in 1947, and in 1971, after a civil war, East Pakistan became
Bangladesh.
Connection to HUM 109 and Literature courses

Because of the Partition's central role in the creation of modern South Asia, several weeks of HUM 109 are spent
examining the cultural responses to this turning point. In Literature classes, any texts about that time period also
call for an exploration of the Partition.
When students first hear about the Partition, they are indignant that they have never before learned about a
historical event of this consequence, and they are engaged, interested, and troubled by what they learn. In HUM
109, one of the texts my students respond to with greatest interest is the film Earth-I 947, based on Bapsi
Sidhwa' s novel Cracking India. They are grateful to learn about history by studying how ordinary lives were
changed by the decisions of political leaders.
My own family's history is intertwined with this historical moment on the subcontinent. I know a little about my
parents' experiences, and I share that with my students to provide real-life examples of what we read and watch in
stories and films. This seems to enhance their understanding.
Family History

My parents are Partition refugees from Sind. Our family is Sindhi. These facts are particularly relevant because
among Indians, one's language and ethnic group, which is connected to a region of the country, is central to one's
identity. I am Sindhi, but I have never been to Sind, and this is a direct result of the Partition. My parents are
from Karachi, Sind, and moved to Bombay, Maharashtra, in 1947 because of the Partition. Karachi is in Pakistan
now, but when my parents were born in 1935, it was still in India. There was no Pakistan. On my father's
passport, his place of birth is listed as "Karachi, Undivided India."
Unlike Punjab and Bengal, which were divided between Pakistan and India during Partition, Sind was given
entirely to Pakistan, which was being defined as a Muslim-majority nation. Unlike Punjabis or Bengalis who
crossed over to a different part of their own regions, Hindu Sindhis did not move to another part of Sind. They
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left Sind altogether, settling in regions where the majority language and culture was different from theirs, with the
local language written in a different script.
Since 1947, India and Pakistan have fought several wars; travel between the countries is neither easy nor usual.
So most Sindhis who left Sind have never returned.
Specific Goals of the Proposed Sabbatical Leave
a. To continue transcribing interviews with Sindhis in India about their experience of life in Sind before, during,
and immediately after the 194 7 Partition.
b. To identify patterns among the interviews and written narratives. To follow up on interviews and to interview
some of those who have submitted written narratives.
c. To read intensively about the Partition, Sind, and Sindhi culture, and to read about creative non-fiction
writing, especially memoir writing.
d. To write a work of creative nonfiction about what I learn, with the goal of sharing it with my students in
classes and eventually publishing it.

Justification
Time to Write and to Develop as a Writer
While I am teaching full time, I am lucky if I can commit an hour or two a week to any writing or learning that is
not directly connected to the classes I am preparing; because I teach in three different areas, I have to move
frequently and quickly from one to the other. While this is exciting in its own way, it is not conducive to focused
explorations. Having a stretch of time to devote to writing-a process I love-and to write about a subject about
which I am passionate would be exciting and energizing. I could build momentum while immersing myself in the
project.
The activities described above will allow me to deepen my understanding of my culture of origin in a way that
will directly benefit my teaching of Humanities and of Non-Western Literature and also enhance my teaching of
writing. The activities will also be personally fulfilling because I will be contributing to my community by
listening to and recording their stories. In addition, and most importantly, a sabbatical would allow me the time it
takes to write intensively and regularly for an extended period of time.
Because of the demands of teaching full time and the time commitment required to work on this project, I have
not been able to do much with the interviews I have conducted so far. I regret that because I know time is of the
essence. The people I have interviewed are aging-one of them passed away this year-so I have real time
constraints on any follow-up work I wish to do.
I have heard from members of the older generation that young Sindhis do not know much about their history and
culture. This is because we have been scattered and most of us do not live in Sindhi-majority neighborhoods.
However, I also observed the interest of my cousins, those my age and younger, as they heard me begin
conversations with our elders. Some of them joined in and asked questions, too. I also observed the interest and
the gratitude the elders expressed at being asked to tell their stories.
I would like to continue that process of collecting stories and then writing them down in a form that I can share
with others. To do that, I will need to travel to India when I can stay for a while and when the weather is good
enough to travel. Our summer break falls during the hottest time of year followed by monsoons that make travel
difficult; our winter break is too short.

If I received a sabbatical, I could conduct interviews that stretch over time and on which I could follow up. I
could then write at length, being able to immerse myself in the stories I hear.
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I could travel and conduct interviews in January and February of 2017 and then write over the next three months
and into the summer. To be able to focus and write on one topic without prepping for three different courses or
grading papers would be an opportunity otherwise unavailable to me. It would also allow me to apply to a large
project the insights I have been gaining in writing workshops I attended in 2010 in New Mexico and in 2011,
2013, 2014, and 2015 at the University of Iowa, studying with published authors who are respected teachers of
writing.
I want to add something to the existing research and understanding. Much of the focus of what has been written
has been on the riots and the violence that accompanied Paiiition, and very little of that is about Sind. I would
like to play a role in filling that gap. In October 2013, I presented at a conference on Partition Narratives at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, and mine was the only presentation on Sindhis. My eight-page paper presented
preliminary observations based on the interviews I conducted; it just scratched the surface. Others at the
conference were very interested in learning more as I delve deeper into the material. In fact, the conference
organizers invited me to write a chapter for a book of scholarly essays on Paiiition narratives; they already had a
publisher for the book. I had to make the agonizing decision to turn them down because I did not feel I could
analyze my materials adequately in the time that I had. I need to spend more time working with the materials I
have collected before I can publish any findings with confidence.
The prologue to that conference presentation was a short, creative essay, "How to Interview Your Mother About
Her Lost Childhood," which I began at the 2013 Iowa Summer Writing Festival and revised after consulting with
my local writers' group. This essay was published by Bluestem literary magazine (based at Eastern Illinois
University) in their September 2015 online issue.

If granted the sabbatical, I would have the opportunity to transcribe the interviews thoroughly and to write and
publish longer work based on what I learn.
Connections to Teaching
Stories of displacement and of making a new home resonate for those in other communities as well, especially in
a nation like the United States, where a majority of us are i1mnigrants or are descended from immigrants. Even
the subject of teaching about the Partition is of interest to a broad audience. In 2008, my article "Descendant of
the Storm: On Being a Child of Refugees and Teaching Partition Narratives" was published in the Profession and
Pedagogy section of the MLAjournal Modern Language Studies.

Having taught Humanities 109 since 2007, I have a good sense of the kinds of questions that arise in my classes,
so I will have the advantage of approaching my sabbatical project with my students' questions in mind.
In addition to the new information I will learn, the process of completing my sabbatical project -especially the
combination of oral communication and written expression--will also benefit my students and me. My ENG IO 1
students interview people of older generations to understand the differences in how they use social media and
communication devices, often learning much else in the process. My HUM 109 and LIT students analyze how
their own experiences and values influence their responses to the texts we study. In doing my project, I will
understand better my students' processes when they complete assignments that I assign them, and I will have new
insights from my own experiences with interviews that I will be able to share with them.
Already, in fall 2013, as I wrote the paper for the conference in Madison, I showed my ENG 101 students a photo
to illustrate the process I was using to revise the paper I would present. I described how I cut my paper up into
paragraphs, shuffled them, and then asked someone else to arrange them, thus gaining new options for
arrangement. A couple of hours later, a student came to my office hour with her paper cut up into paragraphs.
She told me she found that this strategy helped her most with paying attention to the focus of each paragraph.
Thus, I learned a new use of the process, even as my student gained a new tool.
A regular practice of writing is possible only in a very limited way during a regular semester. I am excited to see
what I learn about writing and about community when I have some time away from the classroom, the community
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with which I am most familiar. I am also eager to learn more about my culhire of origin, one that I teach about
and one that I am often seen to represent. My identity has been shaped by a family marked by the Partition; this
sabbatical will help me to understand that influence more fully and thus to understand myself better.
Upon returning from the sabbatical, I would share those insights with my students and colleagues, both in the
classroom and in presentations to the PCA, to the Board of Trustees, and in CETL, as well as presentations in the
community through the Parkland Speakers Bureau. In addition, I would work toward a book-length publication.

Request for Funds to Cover Expenses
I would appreciate $1,000 to help pay for travel and professional development expenses. A round-trip airline
ticket to Mumbai, India, costs around $1800. A weeklong workshop at the Iowa Summer Writing Festival, where
I have been studying memoir writing, costs $620, and lodging, meals, and travel bring the total to around $1,300.
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Dr. Umeeta Sadarangani, Professor of English, Humanities Department
Sabbatical Report - Presentation to the Board of Trustees
Sabbatical taken: Spring semester 2018
Report presented to Board: November 14, 2018
Proposed sabbatical activities:
• to collect oral history by interviewing family members and other Sindhis about their
experiences of the 1947 Partition of India at the end of British rule
• to experience firsthand significant sites related to the Partition
• to write a work of creative nonfiction about my family's and the Sindhi community's
experience of the 1947 Partition and about my quest to understand those stories.
Catalysts for this proposal: Historical landmark and family history
The 1947 Partition of India, an event that defined the current national borders of India,
Pakistan, and Bangladesh, changed the homeland of my parents and my extended family
permanently. The event is a significant focus in a course I teach, HUM 109-Cultural Values of
India and its Neighbors.
My parents first met in a camp for displaced persons in 1947, when they were twelve. I have
wanted to learn more about how this event--the largest mass migration in human history, an
event which changed the lives of millions of other South Asians--shaped the lives of my parents
and of their contemporaries. This task has felt urgent as that generation ages.

Outcomes of the sabbatical:
Two works in progress:
1) A work of creative nonfiction based on my parents' lives, including their first meeting at
a refugee camp. Working title: "Partition: A Love Story"
2) A work of fiction about a mother traveling with her four children by ship from Karachi to
Bombay in the fall of 1947. Working title: "Padma Panjwani"
Impact on teaching:
• Renewed appreciation for the writing process, especially the challenges of tackling new
genres and writing about subjects that are emotionally challenging as well as historically
complex.
• Deeper understanding of the Partition to bring to my Humanities course.
• Renewed appreciation for the art of fiction as I write a short story; this impacts how I
teach literature.
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Maps from "The Partition of India" at http://english.emory.edu/Bahri/Part.html
Activities during the sabbatical:
Reading:
✓ history of the Partition and of Sindh
✓ genres of creative nonfiction and memoir
Writing:
✓ reflections based on reading
✓ reflections on the research and writing process
✓ transcripts of interviews
✓ creative nonfiction
✓ fiction
Travel to India for research {March 2018):
✓ conducted interviews; followed up on previous interviews
✓ visited former camps for displaced persons, now locales that have a significant
Sindhi population (in and near Mumbai, Maharashtra, western India)
✓ visited the new (and only) museum dedicated to the Partition of India (in
Amritsar, Punjab, northwest India)
✓ visited the India-Pakistan border (west of Amritsar)
Writing retreats:
✓ writing retreat at St. Mar:y-of-the-Woods College in Indiana (April 2018)
✓ Iowa Summer Writing Festival, University of Iowa (June 2018)- developed the
fiction I began during my retreat

Some of the original buildings in
Kalyan Camp still stand.

Extended family stayed in this section of the Camp. Some people cannot afford to
renovate or replace the buildings. Only very recently-around the time of my visitwere people there given ownership of the land where their homes stood, after a legal
battle.

8

We found the barrack in which my father
had been housed-with about five other
families-back in 1947. My father is on the
phone, telling my mother.

The realization dawned on him slowly. It was powerful to witness his process-and the
whole thing was unexpected. Around this area, there are many new buildings and
shops. This building was preserved and restored by the family of one of the refugees-a
physician who was revered and became a spiritual leader.

9

e
e new an on y museum e 1ca e o
the Partition of India (in Amritsar, Punjab,
northwest India
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It was powerful to visit it with my father and to see the exhibits through his eyes: a tent
on display reminded him of his family's tent in Powai camp. The process was something
like going to the Holocaust Museum with a Holocaust survivor-maybe more like going
to a museum about Japanese internment camps with someone who was held in such a
camp as a child.

10

Visit to the India-Pakistan border (west of
Amritsar)

Our driver, a local from Amritsar whose grandparents had come across the border at
the time of Partition, has warm feelings towards Pakistanis and said he thinks Indians
have more similarities than differences with them.

11
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Rroposed sabbatical activities
• work with interiviews of family members and
other Sindhis to learn more about their
experiences of the 1947 Partition of India at the
end of British rule
• travel to locations related to this experience
• write a worik of creative nonfiction about my
family's and the Sindhi community's experience
of the 1947 Partition and about my quest to
understand those stories.
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the Partition of India (in Amritsar, Punjab,
northwest India

Visit to the lndia~Pakistan border (west of
Amritsar)

Outcomes of the sabbatical:
Two works in progress:

• A work of creative nonfiction based on
my parents' lives, including their first
meeting at a displaced persons camp.
Working title: "Partition: A Love Story"
• A work of fiction about a mother
traveling with her four childreA by snip
from Karachi to Bombay in the fall of
1947. Working title: "Padma Panjwani"

Impact on teaching
• Renewed appreciation tor tbe writing
process, especially ttfie challenges of
tacklimg new genres and writing about
subjects that are emotionally challenging
as well as historically complex.
• Deeper understanding of the Partition to
bring to my Humanities course.
• Renewed appreciation for the art and
craft of fiction as I write a sHort story, an
appreciation that impacts how I teach
literature.

